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that written opinions of this Intemational Searching Authority will not be so considered. 
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Box No, I Basis of this opiDian 

1. With regard to the laagaagc, this opinion has been established on the b^s of: 


(he international application in the language in which it was filed 


1 1 a tmiuladon of the intematioQal aoDlication into . which is the lanRuaee of a translation fbrnished for the purposes of 
intemattonal search (Rules 12,3(a) and 23.1(b)>. 
2* dl opinion has been established takii^ into account (he rectification of ao obvious miEtakc authorized by or notified to this 

Authority under Rule 91 (Rule 4Ms. 1 (a)) 
3. With regard to any nucleotide aodi/ar amfno acid jequence disclosed in the inteniationaJ application, this opinion has been 
established on (he basts of: 

a. type of material 


Q a sequence listing 


table(s} related to the sequence listing 


b. format of maurial 


on paper 


n in electronic fonm 


c. lime 0 f filing/fumishing 


O contamcd in the international application as filed. 


Q filed together with the imematiooal application in electronic form. 


r| furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 


4.1 1 In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or taUe(s) relating thereto has been filed 
or furnished, the required statements that the infonnation in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in Ae 
application as Hied or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 

5. Additional comments: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statemeot under Role 43 £t£s.l(a)(i) witb regard to novelty, loventive step or industrial 
applicabfllty; dtationa and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Staiement 


Novelty (N) Claims NONE ^YES 

Claims 1:32 NO 

Inventive step (IS) aaims NONE YES 

Claims h21 ^NO 

Industrial applicability (lA) Claims U12 YES 

Claims NQNE NO 


2. Citations and explanations: 
Please See Continuation Sheet 
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In case Che space In aoy of the preceding boxes is not sufncient. 


International application No. 
PCT/US05/45663 


V. 2. Citations and Exptanadons: 

1. Claims I -33 lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as being aniicipated by March el al. 

2. Independent claim 1 : March discloses a nielhod for categonzing users, (be ntethod comprising: 

maintaining a list of identifiers that aie selected by a first user and Tor which online presence tnronnatt(m is made perceivable through the 
list, the list indudmg one or more categories mlo which the identifiers arc categorized ("Hmbodimenls of the present mveniion enable a 
user to use buddy lists to represent difTerent relationships and to present the user with logical visual reprcsentstions of these buddy lists/' 
[OQIS] and see figure 2 and abstract); 

accessing at least one attribute associated with an identifier for which online presence information is to be made perceivable through the 
list ^"Up<Mi logging in, User A may see a visual representation of these buddy lists, with information regarding whether any of the 
individuals are also online.** [0OOj-O006},[00]S]); 

acceding attribures stored relative to at least one of the categories ("According to embodiments of the present invention, users may 
create buddy lists, rank the contents of the lists (or have the contents ranked automatically) acccrdingjxj predefined relationship- [001 71); 
comparing the attnbutes associated with the identifio to Ihe stored attributes([0006],[00 15-00 18], [0022-0024], [0032]); 
based on results of the comparison, identifying at least one category within the list that corresponds to the identifier; and categorizing the 
identifier mm the identified cBrtcgory ([0006].[00l5-0018]). 

3. Independent claim 23: March discloses a computer program stored on a computer-readable medimn or a propagated signal that, 
when executed, generates a graphical user inter&ce on a display device for ushig a computer to manage a list of users of an electronic 
conununicattons system whh which electronic messages may be exchanged, the graphical user interface comprising: 

a participant list display associated wid) a user of the participant list display that includes users of the electronic communtcations system 
("Embodiments of the present invention enable a user to use buddy lists to represent different relatiooships and to pi^sent the user with 
logical visual representations of th^e buddy lists."* [001 S] and see figure 2 aiul absfract), each included user being associated with at 
least one group included in the participant list disfday based on at least one attribute of the included user and at least one stored attribute 
of the at least one group ([0005-0006U0015-00 ISJ). 

4. Indcpendem claim 32: March discloses a madiinc-acccssiWe medium that when accessed, results in a machine performing 
openiriftn » fftf categoriyjne iisery gnmpngi'ng' — 
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maintaining a list of identifiers thai are selected by a first user and for which online presence informaiion is made perecivable through the 
list, the list includtog one or more catesories into which the idemifiers arc categorized (^Embodimenis of the present invention enable a 
user to use buddy lists to represent difTerent relationsbips and to present the user with logical visual representations of these buddy lists.** 
[0015] and see figure 2 and abstract); 

acx;essing at least one attribute associated with an idenaTio^ for which online presence infonnatioa is to be made perceivable through the 
list C'Upon logging in, User A may see a visual representation of these buddy lisu, with information regarding whether any of the 
individuals are also online." [OOQS-D006]. [OOlS] and see figurt 2); 

accessing attributes stored relative to at least one of the categories ("According to emhodiments of the present invention, users may 
create buddy lists, rank the contents of tite lists (or have die contents ranked automatically) according to predefined relationshrp" [0017]); 
comparing the attributes associated with the identifier to the stored attributes ([0006]»[00l5-00l 8]. [0022-0024]. [0032]); 
based on results of the companson, identifying at least one category within the list that corresponds to the idenlifier; and categofizing the 
identifier faito the identified category ([0006], [OOIS-OOIR]). 

S. bidependent claim 33: March disdoses a method for categorizing users, the method comprising: 

maintaining a list of identifiers that are selected by a first user, the list including one or noore categories into which the identifiers are 
categorized ("Embodiments of the present invention enable a user to use buddy lists to represent different relationships and to present the 
user with logical visual representations of these buddy lists." [0015] and see figure 2 and abstract); 

accessing at least one attribute associated with an identifier included within through the list ("Upon logging in, User A may see a visual 
representation of these buddy lists, wift information regarding whether any of the individuals are also online." [0005-0006], [0015] and 
see figure 2); 

accessing attributes stored relative to at least one of the categories; comparbig the attributes associated with the identifier lo the stored 
attribirtes C'According to cmbodimenu of ibc present invention, users may create buddy lists, rank the contents of the lists (or have the 
contents ranked automatically) according to predefined relationship'* [0017]); 

based on results of the comparison, Identifying at least one category within the list that coirespoiids to the identifier ([001 7-0018], [0022- 
0024],[0032)); and categorizing the identifier into the identified category ([0017-0018]). 


6. Dependent claims 2-24, 26-3 1 not contain any features which, in combination with the features of any claim to which they 
refer, meet the requirement of PCT in respect of novelty 

7. Claims 1 -33 the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(4), and thus has industrial applicability because the sutaect mailer claimed can 
be made or used in industry. 
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NOTES TO FORM PCT/lSA/220 


These Notes are tctended to give the basic instructions concerning the filing of amendments under Article 19. The 
Notes axe based on the reqjirements of the Fateni Cooperation Treaty, the Regulattons and the Administrative Instructions 
under that Treaty, tn case of discrepancy between these Notes and those requirements, the latter are applicable. For more 
detailed information, see siso the PCT Applicant 's Guide, a pubhcalion of WJPO. 

Jn these Notes, "Article," **Rule" ind "Section" refer to the provisions of the PCT, the PCT Regulations and the FCT 
Administrative Instnictions, respectively. 


INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING AMENDMENTS UNDER ARTICLE 19 


The appticanc has. after having received the mtemaiional search report and the writien opinion of the Intemaijonal 
Searching Authonty, one opportunity tc amend the claims of the internal tonal application. It should however be emphasized 
thai, since all parts of the interna t»ooal application f claims, description and drawings^ may be amended during the 
(niqmalional preliminary cscamtnatton procedure, there is usually no need to file amcndmenis of the claims under Anicle 19 
except where, eg. the applicant wants the latter to be published for the purposes of provisional protection or has another 
reason for amending the claims before international publication. Furthermore, if should be emphasized that prov/sional 
protection is available in some Stales only (sec PCTAppUcanCs Guide, Volume I^A. Annexes Bl and B2). 

The attention of the applicant is drawn to the fact that amendments to the claims ursder Article 1 9 are not allowed where 
the Intemattonal Searching Authority has declared, under Article I7f2), that no inlemational search report woufd be 
established (sec PCT Applicant s Guidf, Volume IM, paragraph 296). 

What parts of Ibe ioternational application may be amended 7 
Under Article 1 5>, on>y the dai/ns may be amended. 

During the intemational phsse, the claims may also be amended (or further arnended) under Article 34 before the 
Inlcmational PrcJiminary Examining Authority. The description and drawings may only he amended under 
Article 34 before the Iniemitional Preliminary Examining Authority, 

Upon entry into the national phase, all parts of the intemational appUcation may be amended under Anicle 28 or, 
where applicable. Article 41 . 

When ? Within 2 months from the dite of transmittal of the mtemaiionat search report or 16 months from the pnority date, 
whiticverlime limit expire later. It should be noted, however, that the amerulments will be considered as having 
been received on time if they are received by the International Bureau after the expiration of the applicable time 
limil but before the conr^tdinn of the technical preparations for international publication (Rule 46J ). 


Where not to file the amendments ? 

The amendments may onJ^ be filed with the Intemational Bureau and not with the receiving Office or the 
International Searching Atiibority (Rule 46.2). 

Where a demand for intcjrmtional preliminary examinatioo has been/is filed, see below. 


How ? Either by cancelling one ormore enare claims, by adding one or nnorc new clawns or by amending the text of one 
or mtxe of (he claims as fikd. 

A replacement sheet must be si^irted for each sheet of the claims which, on account of an amendment or 
amendments, differs f^om tfte sheet originally filed. 

All the claims appearing a replacement sheet mtisi be numbered in Arabic numerals Where a claim ts 
cancelled, no renumberiag of the other claims is required in all cases where chims are renumbered, they mugt be 
renumbered consecutively (Section 205(b)). 

The amendments must be, made Id tbe language Id which the internatiosal application is to be published. 


What docu meats masUmay accompany tbe ameadments ? 
Letter (Section ZOS(b}): 

The amendments must be submitted with a letter. 

The letter will not be pubtished with the intemationa) application and the amended claims. It should not be 
confused with the "SiBiemait under Article 19(1)" (see below, under '"Statement under Article 19(1)"). 

The letter must be In Engllsb or French, at the cboice of the appJicant However, if the language of tbe 
btternatfonai appHcatianls English, tbe letter must be in English; if tbe language of Che International 
appUcatioa is Freach, the letter niitst be in Frencfi. 

Notes to Foim KT/lSA/220 (first sheet) (Jinuajy 2004) 


